
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ioo Reviews of Books 

feeling his way into the subject, and it is an order serviceable and inter- 
esting to the reader. 

Such a criticism of sources had to be made before Meyer could pro- 
ceed to the constructive account of Christian origins, and no one will 
fail to be grateful for an exposition of this sort done by an eminent 
historian who is independent of all theological party views and possessed 
of a sane and balanced critical judgment. The reader has a guaranty 
against any rash and eccentric conclusions. Meyer is indeed conscious 
of his own merits and makes many depreciatory allusions to " theological 
critics ". It must be said, however, that Meyer's work is no novelty, but 
rather a wholesome digestion of the results of the large concerted labors 
of theological critics, and the theologians may properly ask whether his 
independent publication is justified by any discoveries that advanced 
knowledge to a new point. Apart from the benefit of Meyer's good 
judgment on debated details, it must be said that the only notable con- 
tribution made by him is an effort to identify literary sources used by 
Mark, and this is the content of a single chapter. Other scholars have 
detected the fact of such literary sources, and from Wendling and from 
Bacon we have elaborate and subtle resolutions of Mark into sources. 
Meyer ignores these prior efforts and by a somewhat hasty and incom- 
plete examination of certain passages proves, as he thinks, a Disciple 
Source (in two variant forms) and a Twelve Source. This seems to 
be a plausible conclusion, and one that may lead to important infer- 
ences. 

In his rapid acquisition of this subject, Meyer felt no compulsion to 
master all that has been written. He seems to have made Wellhausen 
his point of departure, and to have consulted some recent contributions 
by others; but of Julicher, Johannes Weiss, and Bousset he has scant 
knowledge — to his loss. His proposal to relate his subject to the gen- 
eral historical development, with attention to analogous religious phe- 
nomena in other historical currents, will startle no one among the " the- 
ological critics " of the present day. 

Francis A. Christie. 

BOOKS OF MEDIEVAL AND MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY 

Les Passions des Martyrs et les Genres Litter aires. Par Hippolyte 
Delehaye, S.J., Bollandiste. (Brussels: Societe des Bollan- 
distes. 1921. Pp. viii, 447.) 

Father Delehaye has given us in this volume one of these intimate 
studies, that is not possible to a young historian, however brilliant. It 
is a work that could only be the outgrowth and mature fruit of long 
years of careful cultivation of his chosen field, early hagiography. Here 
he confines himself to the literature of the martyrs, to the passions, or, 
as they are misleadingly called, the acts of the martyrs, and certain al- 
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lied writings. He does not attempt a full survey of this immense litera- 
ture; he gives nevertheless a very extensive treatment of it, but above 
all he makes a very accurate delineation of its character and spirit. 

In form, this work is an essay in literary classification; in substance 
and intent, it is an inquiry into the historical worth of the writings it 
studies. He finds the key to the problem in the distinction of literary 
genres. Through ignorance or neglect of the key, historians have 
seriously debated the historical worth of a narrative that is in reality 
a bit of romance or epic poetry. It is not a matter of mere outward 
form, for history and fiction may wear the same kind of garb ; the char- 
acteristics must be seized, and truth has characteristics which the 
fiction of the simple-minded authors of passions could not successfully 
imitate. 

Our author disdains a minute classification of this literature as vain 
and confusing. He distinguishes four main classes, or genres: First, 
there are the historical passions, written by contemporaries and eye- 
witnesses, sometimes even embodying narratives by the martyrs them- 
selves. Next, there are the panegyrics of the martyrs by the great 
Christian orators of the fourth century, which, while historical in part, 
are highly rhetorical, in accordance with the rules laid down by the 
rhetoricians of their day. Then follow the two classes of " arti- 
ficial", or unhistorical passions, which are the product of authors who 
came after the age of the martyrs — first, and by far most important, the 
epic passion, and secondly, the romantic, with its division into the 
romance of adventure, the idyllic romance, and the didactic romance. 
In the passions are related only the legal trial, the sufferings, and the 
death of the martyrs; but curiosity about their early career was often 
gratified by a little "life before martyrdom", from the pen of an 
obliging Parson Weems of the period. This exhausts Father Delehaye's 
scheme of classification ; outside of it is a mass of writings Of formless 
character, les genres mtxtes. 

It would be a begging of the question to separate a group of these 
writings as historical unless the author vindicated the title by a careful 
study of their character. This is ably done for several of the best- 
known passions. While it is always difficult to prove the veracity of a 
narrative, these documents have a naturalness and variety of character 
and event, a consistency, an evident sincerity, and an ability to withstand 
attack, which show them to be the very reflection of life. The few 
critics who dissent from this judgment are handled vigorously by our 
Bollandist, even with a touch of disdain. It is gratifying, however, to 
note the large amount of agreement among critics who are poles apart 
theologically. Indeed, Father Delehaye shows himself at times a more 
exacting critic than a Gebhardt or a Harnack. 

The study of the epic passion is illuminating. For centuries it was 
the favorite reading of Europe, as the vast number of manuscripts 
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attests, and almost completely crowded out the historical passions. The 
title is well chosen, for the narrative is a bit of epic poetry in prose. 
The martyr resembles a hero or god of epic poetry, but unluckily found 
no genius to immortalize him. He appears as the champion of God, 
contending with the powers of darkness and generally confronting in 
person the emperor, who is invariably depicted as a cruel and blood- 
thirsty tyrant. The martyr is almost a supernatural being. He endures 
heroically a long series of torments, sufficient to inflict many deaths. 
He is miraculously preserved through them all, and, indeed, has at com- 
mand supernatural power, for the confusion of the idolater. He is 
learned and eloquent, bold and denunciatory, not to say impudent. At 
last, he suffers martyrdom. Occasionally a romantic author called him 
back to life to endure more torments for the edification of his readers. 

The origin of these various forms of literature is discussed by the 
author with originality and acuteness; but this belongs rather to the 
province of patrology, as likewise the fine study of the panegyrics. For 
the historical student, the detailed study of documents makes the work 
almost a laboratory manual or record of experiments in historical criti- 
cism, from which, apart altogether from the subject of inquiry, even 
experienced investigators can learn to improve their methods. In spite 
of great learning, the author is not bookish ; and he has robust good 
sense, for all his acuteness. He inveighs against the superstitious re- 
gard of scholars for documents, and he certainly cannot be accused of 
too great tenderness himself. Like a literary Caligula, but more 
powerful in his own realm, Father Delehaye gave all the fictitious pas- 
sions but one head, and then neatly and remorselessly severed it. 

This work is, however, merely preliminary — a clearing of the ground 
for the laying of the foundation. It is an introduction to an introduc- 
tion to the sources of martyrology and the history of the persecutions. 
It marks the lines along which the study of those sources must proceed. 
When this task is completed we may hope to see a competent historian, 
perhaps Fr. Delehaye himself, give us the long-desired history of the 
early Christian martyrs. 

John F. Fenlon. 

Etudes Critiques sur I'Histoire de Charlemagne. Par Louis Hal- 
phen. Prof esseur adjoint a la Faculte des Lettres de Bordeaux. 
(Paris: Felix Alcan. 1921. Pp. viii, 314. 14 fr.) 
It is a surprising fact that, notwithstanding the great interest and im- 
portance of the subject, and the prodigious industry which has been ex- 
pended upon the collection, criticism, and publication of the sources, 
there is still no adequate history of the reign of Charles the Great. It 
is the task of filling this void which M. Halphen has set himself, but the 
volume now under review is not in itself designed to fill it. It is rather 
a series of preliminary studies; and we shall doubtless have to wait 



